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After the death of his father, Achille becomes afflicted with dysphemia, but he
is also gifted with great creative intelligence. In their attempts to solve the
boy’s problem, his family have him admitted to Villa Agora, a summer clinic
directed by Doctor Aglieri, the inventor of the “talk/sing” method, which
consists in helping his bizarre patients to talk by teaching them to modulate
their voices as if they were singing.
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